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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4855 

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 20, 2004 

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to join Mr. CRAMER in introducing H.R. 4855, 
a bill to create an Independent National Secu-
rity Classification Board. 

As a Member of the House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, I have been 
privy to many of our nation’s most precious 
secrets. Much of the information and reports 
provided to the Committee has been properly 
classified by the Executive Branch. I and 
many of my Intelligence Committee col-
leagues, however, have been concerned that 
some decisions to keep certain information 
classified are not based on the need to protect 
national security. Instead, they may have been 
motivated by a desire to shield officials from 
accountability and otherwise keep information 
away from those who have a right to know— 
concerned citizens. Such action serves only to 
stifle public debate and undermine the integrity 
of the system. It is unacceptable. 

The proper test is one that balances na-
tional security requirements with the public’s 
interest in receiving information. Unfortunately, 
this has not been done in the recent past. 
While serving on the House and Senate Joint 
Inquiry into Intelligence Community Activities 
Before and After the Terrorist Attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, I witnessed first-hand the 
struggle related to declassification of informa-
tion of great import to the families who lost 
their loved ones on 9–11 and the general pub-
lic. The 9–11 Commission, which will release 
its report later this week, faced similar strug-
gles. 

The time has come to establish an inde-
pendent panel of experts to review classifica-
tion policies and decisions and requests for 
declassification of information. Such a panel is 
needed in order to restore integrity and ac-
countability to the classification and declas-
sification process. 

H.R. 4855 would establish an Independent 
National Security Classification Board. The 
Board would be comprised of three national 
security classification experts, appointed by 
the President with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 

The Independent Board would be charged 
with reviewing and making recommendations 
to reform standards and procedures related to 
the classification of national security informa-
tion. The Board would submit proposed new 
standards and processes to both Congress 
and the Executive Branch for comment and 
revision, and then implement the new stand-
ards and process once they have had the op-
portunity to comment. The Board would then 
begin to implement the new system, reviewing 
and making recommendations on current and 
new national security classifications, subject to 
Executive Branch veto that must be accom-
panied by a public, written explanation. 

The balance in this proposal would help en-
sure that the public and Congress have ac-
cess to an Independent Board for national se-
curity classification matters while leaving un-
disturbed the constitutional prerogative of the 
President, our Commander-in-Chief, to appoint 
the Board and to veto the Board’s classifica-
tion decisions. 

This same measure was introduced by a bi- 
partisan group of Senators. I hope H.R. 4855 
will attract similar bi-partisan support in the 
House. Because of the critical need to ad-
dress the issues associated with the classifica-
tion of national security information, Mr. 
CRAMER and I, both Members of the Intel-
ligence Committee, believed it imperative not 
to delay introduction of this bill. I urge Mem-
bers to support it. 
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DR. MARVIN LEWIS SHELTON: A 
SURGEON’S SURGEON 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 20, 2004 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the loss and to pay tribute to one of 
America’s outstanding surgeons who pio-
neered advanced operative techniques and 
implants for the treatment of ankle fractures, 
Dr. Marvin Lewis Shelton. His genius as a re-
searcher and inventor in his field earned him 
the moniker, ‘‘the George Washington Carver 
of Orthopedic Surgery.’’ 

Dr. Shelton died at his home in Riverdale, 
New York, on July 7, 2004. He was 72. 

What a man he was and what a family he 
left behind. With all of his professional and 
academic successes, Dr. Shelton’s first loves 
were his family and his beautiful and devoted 
wife of 48 years, Arden Shelton, a great talent 
and songstress in her own right. They were 
blessed with four accomplished children: Dr. 
Yvonne Shelton of Northboro, Mass; Le Ann 
Shelton, AIA, Esq., of New York; Marla L. 
Shelton, Ph.D., of New York and Marvin Lloyd 
Shelton of New York. To Arden and the entire 
Shelton family, I offer my deepest condo-
lences. 

A surgeon’s surgeon, Dr. Shelton was an in-
novator of techniques adapted in his field for 
30 years. A social trailblazer at some of New 
York City’s greatest medical institutions, he 
was the first African American board-certified 
orthopedic attending surgeon at Columbia Uni-
versity Medical Center, and the first of his race 
to gain admitting privileges to an Ivy League- 
affiliated hospital. 

As Director of Residency Training Program 
and Director of Orthopedic Surgery at Harlem 
Hospital, where he worked for twenty-five 
years, Dr. Shelton formalized the rotation of 
Columbia/New York Presbyterian residents at 
the Harlem institution. He also established an 
independent training program that facilitated 
the medical licenses for many minority and 
foreign-trained physicians to practice in New 
York and other cities. 

Born in Pittsburgh in 1931, Dr. Shelton was 
raised in Wilmington, North Carolina, and edu-
cated at Howard University, where he grad-
uated with honors in earning his B.A., M.A. 
and medical degrees. After completing his in-
ternship, he completed his residency in Hono-
lulu, then served as Chief of the Orthopedic 
Section at Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 

A doctor, teacher and family man, Dr. 
Shelton was also an avid sportsman who was 
actively involved in golf and skiing. He shared 
his wife’s interest in the arts, and for a time 
owned the Shelton Gallery on E. 62nd Street 
in Manhattan. 

I will remember his love for Harlem, for Har-
lem Hospital, and his willingness to forego so 
many opportunities so that he could remain 
there to train and inspire many young doctors. 

Dr. Shelton published widely and presented 
numerous papers at national meetings. He 
was a Diplomat of the American Board of Or-
thopedic Surgery since 1964 and was a mem-
ber of the American Orthopedic Association, 
Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society, 
Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons, American 
College of Surgeons, American Association for 
the Surgery of Trauma, American Trauma So-
ciety, New York Academy of Medicine, Na-
tional Medical Association, Orthopedic Trauma 
Association and Orthopedic Association, 
among others. 

His discoveries and advances made Dr. 
Shelton a highly sought-after speaker who de-
livered more than two dozen lectures around 
the world. He also held visiting professorships 
at Yale University, University of Minnesota and 
the University of Oregon. 

A part of Marvin will always be with me. I 
was his patient in 1971 when, applying one of 
his inventions, he restored and healed my 
badly fractured ankle. I haven’t taken a bad 
step since. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO GUNNISON 
WATER COMMISSION 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 20, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the Gunnison Water Commission in 
Gunnison, Colorado. The water commis-
sioners aid citizens and friends to efficiently 
and effectively use the precious resource of 
water. I am honored to recognize their con-
tributions to their community before this body 
of Congress and this nation today. 

This year the Gunnison Water Commission 
will celebrate one hundred and twenty-five 
years of serving the Western slope of Colo-
rado. The water commissioners bring both a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to their 
field and a true sense of dedication to helping 
the public understand how the water system 
works throughout the state. 

The water commissioners work partial year 
contracts mostly in the summer when water is 
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